
Sin Revealed ~ Genesis 19:1-11 
 

1. Abraham has seen his visitors off on their mission to investigate Sodom 

a. The outcome of this investigation is a foregone conclusion 

i. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah will be judged for their sins 

ii. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah have given themselves to a wicked 

lifestyle 

b. Yet, in the midst of this wicked people, there is still one who fears the Lord 

i. Abraham’s nephew, Lot 

2. The Arrival ~ Genesis 19:1-3 

a. The angels arrive at the gates of Sodom 

i. It is interesting to note that the Lord did not accompany the angels into 

Sodom 

1. While the Lord was comfortable in fellowship with Abraham and 

Sarah, apparently that comfortableness did not extend to Lot 

a. Perhaps what we are seeing here is someone who, while 

fearing the Lord, has also slipped into a too friendly 

relationship with the world 

ii. Sitting at the gate was Lot 

1. This indicates that Lot was a man with some authority in the city—

the city gate was where official business would be conducted 

2. It also indicates that Lot had become friendly with the city—even 

though Lot still feared God he had made connections with the people 

of Sodom 

b. Lot intercepts them and invites them to take their rest in his own home 

i. The angels declare that they will sleep in the city square 

1. Lot urges them to reconsider 

a. Lot knows what the sins of Sodom entail 

b. He has become connected to the city and its people—not 

approving but also not openly condemning their actions 

c. Finally, Lot prevails and the angels follow him home 

i. Lot provides the hospitality that the culture of the day required—even in a 

city 

1. He prepared a feast 

a. Yet even here, there seems to be something lacking 

i. Unleavened bread is quickly prepared—taking little 

effort 
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ii. There is no evidence of Lot’s involvement in serving the 

angels as Abraham had done 

ii. Lot did what should have been done—but seems to have left out some of 

what could have been done 

3. The Interruption ~ Genesis 19:4-11 

a. Before the last lamp has been extinguished, the men of the city, young and old 

alike, come to Lot’s door, demanding something evil 

i. There have been some who have tried to make the sin of Sodom simply 

that the people did not share Lot’s hospitable nature 

ii. Let’s be clear—the men of Sodom came to Lot’s door seeking the two 

visitors 

1. Their intent was to sexually assault these two guests of Lot’s 

2. Any attempt to minimize, or even distract from that intention is a 

false interpretation of Scripture 

b. Lot attempts to dissuade the men from such a wicked act 

i. It is interesting to note that Lot addresses these men as “brothers” 

1. Lot identifies with the men of Sodom—countrymen 

a. The word indicates a close relationship 

b. I am not accusing Lot of the same sins as the rest of the men of 

Sodom—but his view of these men may certainly be 

characterized as skewed 

ii. Lot proposes something that is equally wicked—his two virgin daughters 

1. Rather than having the men of Sodom rape his two male guests—he 

offers to let them rape his two daughters 

a. First, however, consider that this situation was already 

dangerous—Lot had little time to prepare to defend his guests 

as the hospitality code dictated he must do 

i. Lot’s response may be more panic than a well thought 

out plan 

b. Second, Lot may have been trying to shock the men into a 

sense of realizing their own depraved request 

i. The offer to let them rape his daughters should have 

caused the men to reconsider what they were already 

seeking 

c. Third, his two daughters were possibly (probably) betrothed to 

men from Sodom and so Lot assumed they were safe 

i. A betrothed female was considered to already be a wife 
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d. Finally, in his desperation, Lot may have simply been falling 

back on the lesser of two evils 

i. Better to allow a heterosexual rape than a homosexual 

rape 

1. Homosexual behavior was considered heinous—it 

warranted the death penalty 

c. The response of the men of Sodom is clear—they will have their way 

i. First, they adamantly demand that Lot let them pass 

ii. Second, they dismiss Lot’s entire defense due to the fact that he was not 

born in Sodom but was himself a “sojourner”—an alien 

d. At this point, the situation has become even more dangerous 

i. Without intervention, it is quite possible that the men of Sodom would 

have overwhelmed Lot 

1. The angels reach forth and draw Lot back into the relative safety of 

the house 

2. The angels intercede and strike the men of Sodom blind 

a. Without sight, the men are helpless 

i. They can’t even find the right doorway anymore 

4. The sin of Sodom has been revealed 

a. It was known, by reputation to Abraham 

b. It was certainly known by Lot as he sought to protect his guests 

c. All that remains is for the sin to be judged… 


