
Sealed ~ Genesis 17:15-27 
 

1. Abraham has received his new name, and a commandment from the Lord 

a. The covenant has been revealed in more detail 

b. Abraham now knows more, but not all, of the Lord’s plans 

c. The culmination of this revealing is a sealing 

i. You see, faith always requires action 

2. Another Promise ~ Genesis 17:15-16 

a. Sarai receives a new name—just as Abraham had received a new name 

i. The significance is this—she has an equal part to play in the fulfillment of 

God’s promises to Abraham 

b. Sarai will now be known as Sarah 

i. Sarah means princess or possibly heroine 

ii. There is some debate over the meaning of Sarai 

1. Some believe it is simply an earlier form of Sarah, and thus also 

means princess 

2. Others point to a different possible meaning—mocker or contentious 

iii. In either case, the name change is just as significant—Sarah has a pivotal 

role to play in this covenant 

c. The one thing that Sarah has desired is to provide a son for Abraham 

i. She has not been ignorant of God’s promise to her husband 

ii. Yet until now, she has not felt like a part of the promise 

iii. Now, the Lord promises to bless her—to give her a son for Abraham 

1. The details—nations and kings—proves that this son will be the son 

of promise that God has been planning for Abraham and Sarah all 

along 

3. Doubt ~ Genesis 17:17-21 

a. How does God deal with our doubt? 

i. Abraham’s response is one of faith…and doubt 

1. Faith—he falls on his face—an act of worship 

2. Doubt—he laughs 

a. After all, he is 99 and Sarah is 90 

b. Even given longer than our current lifespans—this is beyond 

the realm of the possible 

c. This is exactly where God has wanted them to be! 

ii. Then Abraham proposes a more reasonable solution—Ishmael 

1. He already has a son, by Hagar 

a. His proposal is perfectly reasonable to himself 



Sealed ~ Genesis 17:15-27 
b. As a loving father—he wants what is best for this son 

i. Why can’t the Lord work through this child? 

b. The Lord’s response is both quick—and kind 

i. First—a solid no on Abraham’s proposal 

1. Ishmael will not be the son of promise 

2. Sarah will conceive and bear a son—his name shall be Isaac 

a. Isaac has an interesting meaning—he laughs 

i. If we ever doubt that God has a sense of irony or 

humor… 

1. Whether the meaning is meant to remind 

Abraham of his own laughter or… 

2. It is meant to remind Abraham of God’s own 

laughter as He considers our attempts to 

complete His plans apart from Him… 

ii. Either way, Isaac will be a constant reminder of God’s 

kindness in dealing with Abraham’s doubts 

c. Isaac will also be the lineage through which God works out His covenant 

i. God reiterates His promise concerning the nature of this covenant—an 

everlasting covenant with the lineage of Abraham though Isaac 

d. As for Ishmael… 

i. The Lord has not abandoned Ishmael—He has heard the cry of Abraham 

1. The cry of a father who wants the best for his son 

ii. While his is not the lineage of promise—there is a promise given to 

Abraham concerning Ishmael 

1. He shall be blessed by the Lord 

a. He will become the father of a great nation 

b. He will be the forebear of twelve princes 

2. This is not something to be looked down upon 

a. Ishmael is not to be relegated to obscurity 

b. Ishmael, while a “wild donkey” of a man who will know 

adversity, is also a man that God will bless 

iii. Interestingly, Ishmael does not receive a “new” name 

1. While Ishmael will be blessed, he is not whom God has chosen for 

the covenant 

e. A re-affirmation of the promise through Isaac 

i. The promise is going to come forth 

ii. Isaac will be born in a year 
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iii. The covenant that the Lord has made with Abraham WILL be fulfilled 

through this child 

4. Faith Acts ~ Genesis 17:22-27 

a. What is the first thing you do when commanded by God and given a huge 

promise—a fulfillment of which can only be described as miraculous? 

i. Well, if your name is Abraham you get up off the ground and proceed to 

obey God 

ii. Remember, this physical act of obedience has been commanded by the 

Lord 

b. Abraham leads all the men in this symbolic act of obedience to the Lord 

i. This establishes the ritual as a sign of the people of God, Israel, forever 

ii. A ritual that is still practiced among the Jews 

1. In many senses, this was the birth of the Old Testament church 

2. The tribe of Abraham becomes a people of the covenant at this point 

a. Regardless of age or social status, they all shared in the 

covenant 

b. Symbolic of how we, as a church, should have no boundaries 

on who can share in the New Covenant 


