
Friendship ~ Genesis 18:1-15 
 

1. How do you treat a friend? 

a. Abraham is a unique individual in the Bible 

i. He is the only man to be declared, several times, God’s friend 

ii. While we are also said to be friends, Abraham is singled out in this fashion 

like no other individual in the Bible 

iii. While this is not spoken in this passage, Abraham gives us some indicators 

of the depth of his friendship with the Lord 

b. At the heart of friendship, is ministry 

2. Visitors ~ Genesis 18:1-8 

a. What unfolds is a wonderful display of hospitality and ministry 

i. Three visitors 

1. Almost all scholars agree that these three are the pre-incarnate Jesus 

and two angelic companions 

2. They are not here as a random visit, there is a purpose for it 

3. However, before they move on to their mission, they stop at 

Abraham’s camp 

ii. It is unusual for people to travel the desert regions during the heat of the 

day 

1. Abraham is resting in his tent, which would be a common practice 

iii. What happens next tells us much about Abraham’s character 

1. He gets up and runs to meet them, probably before recognizing them 

a. He doesn’t send out his chief steward or another of his 

servants 

b. He rushes out to them and greets them personally 

c. He bows before them, by this time possibly recognizing who it 

is that has approached his camp 

d. He offers a respite for them, food and water 

2. When the Lord agrees to the offer, we see Abraham continue in his 

role as a servant/minister to his friend 

a. He hurries to the tent and tells Sarah to prepare cakes—bread 

i. What he tells her to prepare far exceeds the demands of 

three men—it is a lavish expression of hospitality 

b. He hurries to the herd and tells one of his servants to quickly 

prepare some meat 

i. Meat was always considered a luxury with a meal 
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ii. An entire calf would surely supply far more meat than 

three men could consume 

c. He personally brings the bread and meat and water to the 

three visitors, serving them himself 

i. Abraham even adds in milk and curds to the meal 

d. Abraham had offered a morsel and provided a feast 

iv. Remember, Abraham is a wealthy man, with hundreds of servants 

1. Yet, when he sees the Lord, his friend, he drops all pretense of being 

someone important or wealthy and slips into the role of servant 

a. He ministers to the needs of his friend 

i. Read it again, he even offered water for the washing of 

their feet 

1. I have to believe that Abraham, even though 99 

years old, knelt and washed the feet of his visitors 

v. Abraham, as a wealthy man, could have easily ignored the visitors 

1. Yet, he goes out of his way to serve them, to minister to their needs 

a. He does so humbly and generously 

3. Doubt ~ Genesis 18:9-15 

a. The Lord asks Abraham about Sarah 

i. When Abraham replies, the Lord echoes an earlier promise 

1. When he returns later in the year, it will be at the delivery of their 

son, Isaac 

ii. The response of Sarah is laughter 

1. Abraham’s laughter was prompted by joy and wonder at the Lord’s 

gracious gift 

2. Sarah’s laughter is not out of joy—it is pure doubt 

a. Sarah knows the physical realities of her age and Abraham’s as 

well 

b. The passage makes it clear—Sarah and Abraham are no longer 

physically capable of conceiving a child apart from a miracle 

iii. The Lord responds to Sarah’s laughter, to her doubt, more harshly than He 

did to Abraham’s 

1. However, he questions Abraham, not Sarah 

a. Sarah is not directly confronted, but obviously she is near 

enough to hear what is happening 

2. First—why the laughter? 

a. The Lord knows it is one of doubt 
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i. It is a rhetorical question—meant to force Sarah to 

consider her own lack of faith 

3. Second—is anything to difficult for the Lord to accomplish? 

a. Again, the question is directed at Abraham, but meant for 

Sarah 

i. It is also another rhetorical question—the answer is of 

course not 

iv. Sarah is, perhaps, caught off guard 

1. After all, she had only laughed to herself, her words were thoughts, 

not spoken aloud 

2. Suddenly, she is confronted by the reality of who is speaking these 

questions—her response is fear 

a. She speaks out—denying the laughter—lying, not knowing 

how to respond properly 

b. The Lord’s rebuke is swift—You did laugh 

b. Nothing further is said to Sarah 

i. She is left to ponder what has happened 

1. To realize, perhaps, that she has been doubting the Lord, not just a 

royal visitor but God Almighty 


