
Genesis 17:1-14 ~ A Name 
 

1. Abram has come through a difficult time 

a. He has not been completely blameless in his actions 

b. He has failed the Lord 

i. Yet, in the middle of his failure, the Lord has reached out to him 

ii. Now, we will see the culmination of the covenant between Abram and the 

Lord 

iii. For the Lord has not forgotten Abram nor the promises He has made to him 

2. A New Name ~ Genesis 17:1-8 

a. Another instance of the Lord speaking to Abram—although 13 years have passed 

since the last conversation we have in our record 

i. This time, calling Himself God Almighty 

1. In Hebrew, this is El Shaddai 

a. God who is sufficient 

i. When sufficient is understood as everything we need 

b. There is also a sense in which the word Shaddai means 

mountain 

i. The might of a towering mountain seems so great—and 

this is the image that God gives to Abram 

ii. Why now, and why reveal this name to Abram? 

1. Because, now the time has come for the son of promise to be 

conceived 

a. Remember, Ishmael was not that son—Abram was still capable 

of fathering a child 

b. He is no longer capable—he will need an Almighty God who is 

more than capable, who is wholly sufficient 

b. Once again, we come face to face with covenant 

i. Contracts are temporary and performance based 

ii. Covenants are permanent and, in the case of covenants with the Lord, they 

are declarations of His grace and provision 

1. God gives Abram more details concerning this covenant 

a. The first is a repeat of previous statements, in slightly different 

form—I will multiply you greatly 

b. Then—the father of a multitude of nations 

c. Then—the source of kings (not just us common ordinary folks) 

d. Then—this covenant does not end with Abram, but will be 

extended to following generations 
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e. Then—the land of Canaan will be the inheritance of Abram’s 

offspring 

2. There are more things going on, as well 

a. For one, the Lord changes his name from Abram to Abraham 

i. The change is significant 

1. Abram means exalted father 

2. Abraham means father of a multitude 

b. For another thing, the Lord does lay out Abraham’s 

responsibility in this covenant relationship 

i. He tells Abraham that he expects him to “walk before” 

the Lord 

1. This is a way of reminding Abraham that all that 

he does is under the watchful eyes of the Lord 

2. Nothing he does will be done in secret 

ii. He also sets a standard (which Abraham will not fully live 

up to) of being blameless 

1. While this does refer to being above reproach and 

even perfect, it also refers to being complete 

2. In other words, the Lord is possibly telling 

Abraham that he must totally rely upon the Lord 

alone 

iii. A permanent covenant, meant to transcend generations, in place until the 

last days with the offspring of Abraham 

3. Sealing a Covenant ~ Genesis 17:9-14 

a. The Lord does have expectations for this covenant, just as he does with our 

covenant with Him 

i. For Abraham and his offspring, there will be a sign, a physical submission to 

the covenant relationship that all males would have to undergo 

1. The physical act of circumcision will be a mark of the covenant 

2. While the act of circumcision will not be a “sacrament” in the sense 

of conveying grace or blessing from God, it will be a sign of 

obedience 

a. The parents must commit to obedience on behalf of their child, 

who will not know of this act until they are old enough to have 

it explained to them 

b. Unfortunately, in time, the act of circumcision came to 

represent salvation to the Jewish people 
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i. Instead of keeping it a symbolic act of obedience, they 

turned it into something that “earned” them a right 

standing with the Lord 

c. The same thing happens in our world 

i. Some see baptism or communion as a means of earning 

God’s favor 

d. Paul would address this very issue in Romans 4:9-12 

i. He makes it clear that the act of circumcision is not what 

saved Abraham, because his right standing with God was 

affirmed before he was circumcised 

4. What does all this mean to us, today? 

a. As Gentiles, we fall under the Abrahamic covenant only in a spiritual sense 

i. We don’t take the sign of the covenant physically 

ii. Paul even says that in Christ, we have been circumcised, without hands (not 

a physical act), as we have put off the old flesh and been raised with a new 

body in Christ (Colossians 2:11-12) 

b. As we will see over the next few weeks, the obedience of Abraham is tested more 

than once 


