
Partial Obedience ~ Genesis 12:4-20 
 

1. What do you do when the One True God directs you to leave your home and family 

behind? 

a. Well, the best place to be, always, is in the center of the will of God 

b. Unfortunately, Abram is going to choose a slightly less desirable path 

2. Following Poorly ~ Genesis 12:4-9 

a. What, again, was Abram told to do? 

i. Leave the country where he was living 

ii. Leave behind his family 

iii. Travel until the Lord showed him a promised country 

1. Note—God did not promise to give the land to Abram 

a. He only promised to show the land to Abram 

b. Yet Abram was still willing to do what the Lord commanded 

b. What exactly did Abram do? 

i. He left his homeland—so far, so good 

ii. When he left Ur he only traveled to Haran 

1. He took with him his father, his wife, his nephew, and the entire 

family entourage. 

a. We shouldn’t make too much of the family coming along with 

him 

i. The text isn’t completely clear as to whether he was to 

engage in attempts to convince his family to come along 

with him 

2. He stopped in Haran until his father, Terah, died 

a. Now, this action is not condemned in the passage 

i. It is possible that Abram was simply biding his time until 

the family connection could be honorably severed rather 

than brutally cut off by a sudden departure 

ii. However, it is also possible that Abram delayed because 

he was frightened to follow God’s commands so fully 

3. When he left Haran, he allowed Lot to travel with him 

a. This would later cause problems until they decided to part 

ways 

b. Again, it isn’t condemned 

i. However, it did cause future problems 

c. Eventually, Abram did leave Haran behind and began to fulfill the command of 

God 
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i. It was still an act of faith and commitment—delayed though it was 

ii. It was still an act of faith and commitment—even if the presence of Lot 

became a distraction 

d. Shechem 

i. This location is in the center of Palestine 

1. It is a crossroads area and was a Canaanite stronghold 

2. It is fitting that the Lord would appear to Abram in this location, in 

the center of Palestine, and declare again that this was a land of 

promise 

ii. Moving from there to Ai and Bethel, Abram erects an altar and calls upon 

the name of the Lord 

1. Of course, we will see Ai and Bethel again when Joshua leads Israel 

back into the land of promise to take possession of the land 

e. The land of Negeb 

i. Further south, past the Dead Sea, and west, toward the sea 

ii. Bringing Abram closer to the southern edge of the Land of Promise 

3. Into Egypt ~ Genesis 12:10-20 

a. Famine 

i. Times of famine were not uncommon in the region 

ii. Whether or not Abram was supposed to go to Egypt or not isn’t clear 

1. He may have taken his own initiative and decided to travel to Egypt 

for relief from the famine 

a. In which case, Abram failed this test of faith 

i. You see, survival in the midst of famine, while trusting 

the Lord in faith, may have been the Lord’s intent 

2. He may have been directed by the Lord—we aren’t told 

iii. However, what we see happen is clearly a fall from faith to fear 

1. Abram fears for his own life at the hand of the Egyptians 

a. Sarai is, apparently, a very beautiful woman 

b. Abram fears that the Egyptians will kill him to take Sarai away 

c. So, he concocts a plan—declare that Sarai is his sister so the 

Egyptians won’t kill him for her 

i. While technically, Sarai was Abram’s half-sister, this 

semi-truth is intended to deceive the Egyptians 

2. The Egyptians are quite taken by Sarai, and brag to Pharaoh about 

her beauty 

a. So, Pharaoh ‘buys” Sarai to be his wife 
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b. In doing so, Pharaoh unknowingly enters into judgment at the 

hand of the Lord 

i. We aren’t told of the nature of the plagues suffered by 

Pharaoh and his household—they were sufficient to 

convince Pharaoh that something was mightily amiss 

3. We aren’t told how Pharaoh determines that Sarai was also Abram’s 

wife—only that he determined to let Abram keep the bride’s price 

a. On the surface—it seems like Abram mode out pretty well 

i. He gets Sarai back—the only good thing about this 

ii. He keeps the bride price that Pharaoh had paid him 

iii. Sarai gets a new maid by the name of Hagar 

b. The problems: 

i. Hagar would bring division into the family 

ii. Lot’s experience with Egypt would lead to future 

problems 

iii. Abram’s wealth would come to be a point of division 

between Lot and himself 

4. Note that Abram didn’t build any altars in Egypt—he never called on 

the name of the Lord 

a. When we abandon the Lord and start scheming on our own—

disaster isn’t far removed 


