
Genesis 15:1-21 ~ Covenant 
 

1. Even the strongest people, the ones who have the greatest of faith, sometimes have to 

deal with doubts 

a. Just this past Sunday I preached about God have a heart for doubters 

b. Doubt isn’t something that the Lord shies away from 

i. The Lord deals with our doubts, head on 

c. Abram was no different from you and I in this regard 

i. He had moments when all seemed dark to him, despite God’s promises 

ii. He was in good company 

1. During the darkest days of the Boxer Rebellion, J. Hudson Taylor, 

founder of the China Inland Mission, said to a friend, “I cannot read; I 

cannot think; I cannot even pray; but I can trust.” 

2. A Promise ~ Genesis 15:1 

a. A twofold promise and an encouragement 

i. The encouragement—fear not 

1. Abram hadn’t read Romans 8:31 (It wouldn’t be written for several 

centuries) 

2. But the message is the same—if God is for us, who can be against us? 

ii. The Lord is (present tense) Abram’s shield 

1. A defense against external attacks 

iii. The Lord has a great reward prepared for Abram 

1. A reward is compensation for something worthy 

b. Now, how will Abram respond? 

3. Dark Clouds ~ Genesis 15:2-6 

a. Abram seems a little—hesitant, perhaps even a little downThe Lord responds 

i. After all, God had promised him offspring—and none have come forth 

ii. Abram has made arrangements for one of his retainers to inherit his wealth 

iii. It almost seems like Abram is complaining—just a little bit—to the Lord 

b. The Lord responds with grace 

i. First—an affirmation of the intent of the Lord and his promises to Abram 

1. Abram’s arrangements ARE NOT what the Lord has in mind 

2. While Abram may have been wise to make arrangements, it isn’t 

what God intends for him 

3. Abram WILL have offspring of his own 

ii. An object lesson 

1. He takes Abram outside and tells him to look up into the sky 

a. We have a hard time seeing what Abram must have seen 
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b. We have so much light pollution that seeing the sky like Abram 

saw it is almost impossible 

c. The Lord tells him to count the stars—an impossible task 

d. This represents the descendants that Abram will have 

2. Abram responds 

a. He simply believes what God has told him 

i. Despite the dark clouds 

ii. Despite the current state of affairs—his lack of physical 

descendants 

iii. Despite his age and circumstances—Abram chooses to 

believe God 

b. This is a vital point being made 

i. It was counted toward Abram as righteousness 

1. Not Abram’s actions 

2. Abram’s belief 

ii. The foundation for pleasing God has been, and always 

will be faith as the starting point 

1. Yes, obedience is also a part of this, but it starts 

with our faith 

4. Worship ~ Genesis 15:7-21 

a. The Lord orders Abram to prepare a worship service, offering sacrifices 

i. Once again, this is long before the Mosaic law was handed down 

ii. Abram does as instructed, preparing the sacrifices and keeping the carrion 

birds away 

iii. Eventually, Abram falls into a deep sleep 

1. Now, a dream from the Lord comes into his mind 

a. The Lord speaks some amazingly detailed prophecies for 

Abram 

i. He foretells of the slavery of Israel in Egypt for 400 years 

ii. He foretells of the judgment that He will visit upon Egypt 

iii. He foretells that the people will leave Egypt with great 

wealth 

b. Then, they turn personal 

i. The Lord tells Abram that he will die peacefully 

1. I don’t know about you, but that isn’t a bad thing 

to hear as an older man 

c. Then, the most amazing thing of all happens 

i. The Lord makes a covenant with Abram 
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1. We have looked at the concept of a covenant 

before 

2. This time, the Lord sends a torch and pot of fire 

into the dream 

a. This seems to be a representation of the 

Lord Himself, a theophany, it is called 

d. The covenant that is made is an unconditional covenant 

i. Nothing is said about Abram’s obedience or 

performance 

ii. It is simply a gift from the Lord to the descendants of 

Abram 

iii. Not until the days of David would Israel experience the 

boundaries of the promise as a fulfillment 

1. And even then, it would be as an empire and not 

as a homeland 

e. The covenant has a secondary purpose 

i. The sin of the people of Canaan would be judged 

through the people of Israel 


