
Family Issues ~ Genesis 13:1-18 
 

1. Abram has made a shaky start to following God’s commands 

a. But at least he has made a start 

b. Egypt has been put behind him 

c. Now, all he has to do is navigate the family issues he has brought along with 

himself 

2. Money ~ Genesis 13:1-12 

a. A return to Palestine 

i. We don’t know, with certainty, how long Abram stayed in Egypt 

ii. However, the famine has apparently ended, and Abram and Lot return to 

the Negeb region 

iii. However, the problems have not evaporated 

1. Abram has, by this time, a significant accumulation 

a. Wealth, herds, servants 

2. Lot, also, has apparently accumulated a significant fortune 

a. Wealth, herds, servants 

3. The two men have such a large entourage, that the two families 

cannot share the same location 

a. The herdsmen are competing for the same territory. 

b. The conflict isn’t going away, and something has to be done 

about it 

4. Abram suggests that they separate from one another 

a. Remember, Abram was the one following God’s promises 

i. For him to offer Lot the choice of land was to absolutely 

place his future in the hand of the Lord 

ii. Abram determined to be a peacemaker, and not a 

troublemaker 

iv. Lot’s Response 

1. He looked down into the Jordan River valley and saw some things he 

liked 

a. The Jordan Valley was lush, green, and seemed to provide an 

easier path 

b. It would benefit his flocks and herdsmen 

c. Plus, there were larger cities down in the Jordan Valley 

i. Cities that possibly reminded him of what had been left 

behind in Egypt 
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2. Nowhere do we see Lot building an altar and calling on the name of 

the Lord 

a. He simply looked, and chose 

i. We usually see what the heart desires 

ii. Lot’s heart desired comfort and ease, city life that would 

become a trap for his family 

1. Sodom was the location he chose to settle 

3. A Warning ~ Genesis 13:13 

a. Rarely do we see Scripture making such exclamatory statements about people 

i. The men of Sodom were wicked 

1. Wicked—bad, evil, hurtful, morally corrupt 

ii. They were great sinners 

1. To be a sinner is to violate the commands of God 

2. To be a great sinner is to do so with enthusiasm 

iii. Of course, their sins were against the Lord 

1. All sin is a violation of God’s commands and character 

b. The narrative here does not address the specific nature of the sin of the people of 

Sodom 

i. Also, once again, there is no mention of Lot building an altar to offer 

sacrifices to the Lord in the presence of the great wickedness of the people 

of Sodom 

1. Instead, Lot had made his choice and was apparently willing to look 

over the great sins of Sodom 

4. A Greater Promise ~ Genesis 13:14-18 

a. Abram might well have been disappointed by Lot’s choice on several levels 

i. Lot took the best land for himself 

ii. Lot’s proximity to Sodom would not go unnoticed by Abram 

iii. This was when the Lord decided to reassure Abram once again 

b. The encouragement of the Lord 

i. Lift up your eyes 

1. No reason to be downcast when you’re following the Lord 

ii. Look all around you—north, south, east, and west 

1. Everywhere your eyes can see—that is the land of promise for your 

descendants 

iii. For Abram’s descendants 

1. Remember, at this point Abram and Sarai are childless—there are no 

offspring 
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2. Yet here the Lord gives Abram a rare glimpse—most people never 

know how far their lineage will extend 

a. Abram’s descendants will be “more numerous than the dust of 

the earth” 

i. While this may not be a literal accounting—it is 

hyperbole 

ii. It still represents the fact that the descendants of Abram 

cannot possibly be counted 

iv. Now—arise and walk 

1. See it from God’s perspective—reach out and take it 

2. Eventually making it to Hebron—where he built another altar to the 

Lord 

a. Nearly everywhere Abram went—he built an altar 

i. Regardless of the pagan cultures around him—Abram 

was going to worship his God 


