
Detours ~ Genesis 16:1-16 
 

1. Whenever I travel somewhere, the last thing I want to encounter is a detour 

a. Detours are an interruption, usually undesired, and almost always inconvenient 

b. Detours can result in some interesting side trips, but can also lead to unpleasant 

circumstances 

c. Whenever our journey with the Lord involves a detour of our own making—it 

already has everything needed to make a bad situation even worse 

d. In this case the detour taken by Abram and Sarai is still being played out today 

2. Waiting ~ Genesis 16:1 

a. The promises of God often don’t contain a timetable 

i. This requires patience on our part as the Lord works out the tiniest details 

b. In this case, Abram and Sarai have been waiting for ten years for the Lord’s 

promise of a child 

i. Ten years is a long time 

1. Abram is now 85 years old 

2. Sarai is not a young woman 

ii. How will God ever provide a child for His promise? 

c. Waiting, being patient while waiting on the Lord, is an act of faith 

i. Faith always looks for God’s glory—Abram and Sarai were not yet old 

enough for the miracle of a child to be credited to God alone 

ii. Faith always requires a willingness to wait on the Lord—when the time is 

right 

iii. Faith requires us to act on the authority of God’s word—not our own 

wisdom 

iv. Faith always gives joy and peace—never discord or strife 

3. Sarai’s Impatience ~ Genesis 16:1-3 

a. When we get impatient while waiting for the Lord, we take detours that we think 

will get us where we think we need to be 

i. Detours that often involve compromise 

ii. Detours that often have unintended consequences 

b. Sarai decides that if she can’t bear children, then she will let her handmaiden, 

Hagar, bear children for her husband 

i. There are so many levels of wrong in this decision 

1. The Lord has never sanctioned multiple marriages 

2. The Lord certainly never sanctioned this as a method of passing on 

His promises 
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3. Sarai second-guesses God—while the mother of the promise to 

Abram had never been specifically mentioned it was safe to assume 

that it was supposed to be Sarai 

c. So, Sarai decides on her own to give Hagar to her husband as another wife 

i. While this was socially acceptable, even legal according to the code of the 

time, it wasn’t God’s plan 

4. Abram’s Consent ~ Genesis 16:4 

a. Abram could have derailed this detour—if he had been faithful to the Lord and to 

Sarai 

i. Instead, he did the worst possible thing—he consented to his wife’s scheme 

ii. Hagar conceives during this union 

1. The trouble begins immediately—she looks with contempt upon 

Sarai 

5. The Fallout ~ Genesis 16:5-6 

a. The blame game 

i. Sarai blames Abram for the affront of her servant now looking at her with 

contempt 

1. She also resorts to mistreating Hagar 

a. Of all the actors in this narrative—Hagar is the most innocent 

ii. Abram refuses to take responsibility and seek the Lord and His 

forgiveness—he abdicates his role as head of the family and lets Sarai do 

whatever she desires to do 

1. He should have built an altar and lead his family in seeking the Lord 

a. While not innocent—he could have made this all right 

iii. Hagar chooses to run away from the whole problem—rather than face the 

issues and deal with the sins of Sarai and Abram with them 

1. She should have stayed 

a. While mostly innocent—running away is rarely the best 

solution 

6. God’s Intervention ~ Genesis 16:7-16 

a. The son that would be borne of Hagar has a role to play in God’s plans 

i. Hagar, alone and pregnant in a relatively wild country is not God’s plan 

b. So, the Lord intervenes by sending an angel unto Hagar to confront her and to 

guide her 

i. However, this angel is most likely NOT just an angel 

1. In most circumstances, this one included, the person referred to here 

is the pre-incarnate Jesus 
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2. When Hagar addresses the Person as Lord—she uses the personal 

name of God—YHWH 

a. The “angel” does not correct her—as they would have done if 

they were NOT the Lord 

c. He knows our situation—which we have created 

i. He acknowledges that she is pregnant 

1. Yet gives her a promise—she will bear a son 

2. The offspring from this son will be innumerable 

3. While this son will be a “wild child” he will also father nations 

d. We should note that the Lord does not refer to Hagar as Abram’s wife—but as 

Sarai’s servant 

i. He even directs her to return to Abram’s camp and submit to Sarai again as 

a servant 

e. Hagar will name her son Ishmael—which means God hears 

i. The place where this occurs is also named by Hagar as Beer-lahai-roi 

1. The meaning is profound—the well of the Living One who sees me 

f. The enmity between the descendants of Ishmael (today’s Arab peoples) and Israel 

began in the sin of Sarai and Abram 

i. Unintended consequences of a detour that didn’t need to be taken 


