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1. At the end of chapter 13 we saw Abram and Lot separate from one another 

a. The dispute over sufficient land to support flocks was the impetus for the split 

b. However, it also pointed to the faithfulness of Abram 

i. He allowed Lot to choose where to go, rather than insisting on his own 

preference 

ii. This family issue could have been a disaster, yet turned into an example of 

grace and faith in action 

c. However, things are about to get messy 

2. Border Wars ~ Genesis 14:1-12 

a. Just when things seem to be most peaceful… 

i. Abram and Lot have peacefully worked out their family issues 

ii. Abram has received wonderful promises and encouragement from the Lord 

iii. Abram has settled into a region and is, seemingly, living a pretty good life 

iv. Until… 

b. The region in which Abram had settled was not completely at peace 

i. The various city-states had allegiances and treaties with surrounding kings 

and city-states 

1. These allegiances and treaties often involved the payment of taxes or 

levies 

2. The payment of these sums would often lead to resentment and, 

eventually, rebellion 

3. Such appears to be the case here 

ii. The city-states in the region of Palestine were under the “protection” of 

Chedorlaomer—the king of Elam 

1. Let me give you a little insight into this account, before we go too 

much further 

a. It is quite probable that when Moses was putting together the 

Genesis account that he drew from other sources 

i. This account has many marks of possibly being an official 

account of the victors in this border skirmish 

b. Also, while the names of the kings have been looked at for 

many centuries, they have not been directly linked to actual 

historical persons 

i. This should not be too surprising, as this history is 

around 4,000 years old 

ii. It also does not mean that these kings were fictional 
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iii. All of the names are absolutely consistent with names 

from that time period 

2. Here is the basic plot of verses 1-12 

a. Four eastern kings gather their armies and march into the 

Jordanian region of Palestine 

i. The Palestinian kings have rebelled, risen up against 

their eastern masters, after 12 years of peace 

b. The eastern kings are seeking to put down the rebellion and 

regain control over the Jordanian region 

c. The eastern kings succeed in defeating the five major city-state 

kings and their armies in rather convincing fashion 

i. The scene for the battle is the Valley of Siddim 

1. This is where the Dead Sea is located—also known 

as the Salt Sea 

a. It was, in Roman times, known as 

Asphaltites 

b. Bitumen, naturally occurring in some 

locations, is also known as asphalt to us 

c. There are records of bitumen lumps floating 

in the Dead Sea—an accurate description of 

the region from 4,000 years ago 

d. None of this would have directly affected Abram—except for 

his nephew Lot being taken captive 

i. This border skirmish has become quite personal for 

Abram 

3. Rescue ~ Genesis 14:13-16 

a. Consequences 

i. There are always consequences, mostly unseen and unintended, from our 

decisions—especially when those decisions are made outside the will of 

God 

1. Lot’s choice for the easier life near Sodom would now come home to 

remind him of this—Lot would become a prisoner of war 

2. Here is a contradiction we must explore 

a. Lot was known as a righteous man—2 Peter 2:6-8 

b. Lot was also a man who was, apparently, captivated by the 

world 
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c. We cannot be friends with the world and with God—we will 

suffer the consequences of that despite our righteousness 

b. Abram was apparently unaware, or at least uninvolved, in the conflict until he was 

informed by someone who escaped that his nephew was a prisoner 

i. Abram’s army 

1. 318 men who were absolutely loyal to Abram 

a. Trusted and considered as part of the family—usually well-

trained in combat for the protection of the family 

2. Men from two local allies 

a. Is it wrong that Abram had made peace with non-believers? 

b. Is it wrong to partner with non-believers when the objectives 

are right, and the motives are pure on both sides? 

i. Absolutely not 

ii. Abrams tactics 

1. Attack at night 

a. Time of greatest confusion and most armies are sleeping—only 

guards are awake 

2. Attack from several fronts 

a. Adds to the general confusion of a night attack 

iii. The result 

1. Defeat of the four kings? 

a. Abram’s army chased the four armies for 100 miles 

b. They freed the captives and regained their possessions 

2. Some would argue that this seems unlikely 

a. It is possible that the captives and their possessions were being 

guarded by a much smaller force than the main armies of the 

four kings 

b. It is also possible that the Lord undertook to aid Abram in this 

battle 

3. All of the captives, at least from Lot’s household, were freed and 

Lot’s possessions were restored 

a. If only Lot would learn from this event… 


