
Blessing ~ Genesis 14:17-24 
 

1. Abram has fought, and won, a great battle 

a. He has captured the spoils that the four kings had taken, as well as freeing the 

captives 

b. All is, it seems, going Abram’s way 

i. One Scottish preacher of the 19th century said it this way: “Let us be as 

watchful after the victory as before the battle.” 

ii. While all is going Abram’s way, he is about to face a test of faith 

1. There is an encounter with two kings that will have an impact moving 

forward 

2. The King of Sodom ~ Genesis 14:17, 21 

a. The King of Sodom—his name was Bera 

i. Sodom literally means burning 

ii. Bera means gift 

1. Perhaps a play on words here? 

a. Satan often approaches us bearing some supposed gift 

b. A gift that will turn to ashes in our hands 

b. His offer is a pretty generous business offer 

i. He will let Abram keep all of the spoils he has captured, as long as the 

people are given to the king 

ii. On the surface, it doesn’t seem like a bad proposition 

1. After all, the spoils would have been significant 

c. So, what’s the problem? 

i. Legally, since Abram had risked his life (and that of his men) to regain them, 

they belonged to him 

ii. To understand the dilemma, we have to meet the other king 

3. The King of Salem ~ Genesis 14:18-20 

a. Melchizedek 

i. His name means king of righteousness 

ii. Salem, refers to peace, as well 

iii. So, Melchizedek is king of righteousness and peace 

1. The author of Hebrews makes it clear that Melchizedek is a “type” of 

Christ—a person who shows what Christ is going to be like 

b. Melchidezek offers Abram something, as well 

i. Bread and wine 

1. Two items which will, of course, come to represent the broken body 

of Jesus 
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2. We have a king who represents, foreshadows, Jesus 

3. This king offers bread and wine, as a foreshadow of the elements of 

the Lord’s Supper 

4. Elements which represent the offering of Jesus as the Savior 

c. Melchizedek offers Abram a foreshadow of salvation 

i. He is a priest of the Most High God 

1. This is a mystery of Scripture 

a. We are not told any details about Melchizedek 

i. How did he come to know God? 

ii. How did he come to be a priest of God? 

iii. Where did he come from? 

b. We know nothing about him, other than what has been 

revealed to us here 

d. The blessing of Melchizedek 

i. The blessing focuses more on the grantor (God) than the one being given 

the blessing (Abram) 

1. It is general, not specific 

2. It focuses on the Lord, not Abram 

3. It points to the truth that the victory which Abram has won was not 

won by his strength 

a. The Lord has, indeed, been deeply involved in Abram’s victory 

b. It is the Lord who possesses all things in heaven and on earth 

4. Abrams Response to Melchizedek ~ Genesis 14:20 

a. Abram gives to Melchizedek 1/10 of the spoils he has captured 

i. This is the first time that tithing is recorded in Scripture 

1. It is a sign of the acceptance of the Lord’s blessing 

2. It is a sign of the acceptance of the Lord’s gift of victory and the 

acknowledgment that it came from God 

5. Abrams Response to Bera ~ Genesis 14:22-24 

a. First, Abram acknowledges the Lord 

i. He states that he has lifted his hand to the Lord 

1. In other words, he has taken an oath of loyalty to the Lord 

b. What Abram is about to do is out of loyalty to that oath to the Lord 

i. He won’t keep anything that he won in the battle 

1. He has given a tithe (tenth) to Melchizedek 

2. The men who aided him will get their share of the spoils 

3. The food that was consumed is obviously already gone 

4. Abram, however, will take none of the spoils for himself 
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ii. Remember, the offer of Bera is one from the world 

1. It is an offer to become rich and let the people who have been freed 

become (essentially) enslaved to the King of Sodom 

iii. Abram will have nothing to do with this offer 

1. He will not be obligated to the King of Sodom for anything 

a. Abram declares, through his actions, that his faith is in the 

Most High God 

i. His faith is in God, alone 

ii. The One who is the possessor of heaven and earth 

6. Lesson 

a. We always have a choice 

i. Sometimes, the choices are obvious and easy 

ii. Sometimes, the choices are more clouded, difficult to interpret and 

navigate the alternatives 

iii. No matter what, we need to make sure our choices are guided by our 

loyalty to Almighty God 


