
Rebellion ~ Genesis 11:1-32 
 

1. We are approaching the conclusion of the second major division in Genesis 

a. The first was, of course, the creation account and the early days with Adam and 

Eve 

b. The second division, which we will conclude with this study, deals with the years 

following, especially focusing on Noah and his descendants 

c. Now, we come to the conclusion of the second division, which will launch us into 

the final phase—the account of Abram and his descendants 

d. However, first, we have to get through this last section, which deals with another 

rebellion on the part of humanity 

2. Rebellion ~ Genesis 11:1-4 

a. It is quite possible, perhaps even probable, that the events of Genesis 11 are not 

presented in exact chronological order 

i. In other words, the scattering of the tribes and clans in Genesis 10 are here 

being explained 

b. In Genesis 9, God had commanded the sons of Noah to be fruitful and multiply 

i. He had also commanded a dominion over the earth, and a command to fill 

the earth—which certainly implies that they were to scatter across the 

earth and subdue it 

ii. Yet, here we are in Genesis 11 seeing a different activity 

1. Remember, the mighty man, Nimrod, and how he founded an empire 

2. One of his main cities was Babel—and we now get to see the 

founding of that great city 

a. Rather than spreading, Nimrod collected people together 

b. It was a direct contradiction to God’s commands to spread 

across the earth 

c. The word Babel means “gate to god” 

i. It also sounds much like the Hebrew word that means 

confused 

ii. By the way, our English word, babble, comes from this 

same origin 

iii. In addition to violating God’s command to scatter the whole project smacks 

of excessive pride 

1. The stated goal was to “make a name for ourselves” 

a. The people wanted their city to become something to draw 

people to the city, and not to God 



Rebellion ~ Genesis 11:1-32 
b. The purpose of the tower was not to let the people ascend to 

heaven 

i. The purpose of the tower was to entice God to come 

down to their level 

2. With one language, one people, and one purpose—the people had 

everything they needed to succeed—except for God’s approval 

3. The Response ~ Genesis 11:5-9 

a. The writer here uses a literary device to add to the drama—God certainly had no 

need to “come down” and see what was happening 

i. The issue is presented directly—with one language and people the level of 

their sin and rebellion would grow to even greater proportions 

1. With one language and people the level of apostasy—rebellion 

against God—would grow ever greater 

b. What could the Lord do to combat such a grave threat to humanity 

i. Option 1—destroy the city and the people engaged in building it 

1. Stops the immediate threat yet leaves open the possibility 

(probability) that the rebellion will arise again 

ii. Option 2—confuse the language 

1. The result will be that confusion will reign among the people 

2. They will naturally disperse with others who now share their 

language 

3. The building of the great city and tower will be left unfinished 

4. The mercy of God will be shown, and His purposes will be fulfilled 

a. Instead of destroying those who rebel, God’s actions serve to 

fulfill His purposes while still punishing the rebels 

4. Closure ~ Genesis 11:10-32 

a. The final dispersal of mankind, with their now varied languages, has completed 

the account of humanity through the creation and flood accounts 

b. Now, the Genesis narrative is going to shift to the main character that will carry 

the account forward—Abraham 

i. We get a more complete account of the direct lineage of Shem that results 

in the birth of Abram—who will become Abraham 

ii. The writer gives us 10 generations from Shem to Abram 

1. Once again, what we have is not a complete list 

a. This time it shows us only the lineage that is of interest, that 

runs from Shem to Abram 

b. Eventually, it focuses in on just the lineage of Terah 
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i. There are some things we know about Terah from other 

sources in Scripture 

1. Joshua 24:2 tells us that Terah did not serve the 

One God—he served other gods 

2. While Terah did not follow the One God, he still 

was used of God to further God’s purposes 

3. Erah and his family will move south toward the 

area that God will decree to be the Land of 

Promise 

a. A land that Israel will eventually come to 

occupy 

c. With the conclusion of Genesis 11 we move into the third major portion of the 

Genesis account—the formation of a new nation from Abram 

i. As much as Nimrod and his people desired to make a name for 

themselves—God will make the name of Abraham special to a vast majority 

of the human population 

1. Christians, Jews, and Muslims all hold Abraham in a special place 

2. God made the name of Abraham known to nearly the entirety of the 

human population—even today—and the name of those who built 

the Tower of Babel are all lost to history 

3. What we try to make of ourselves is worthless 

4. What God makes of us is what matters! 


