
Genealogy ~ Genesis 10:1-32 
 

1. In the last lesson we saw how the sin of a father could impact a child 

a. Noah’s sin was compounded by his son’s sin which would eventually lead to the 

cursing of Ham’s own son—Canaan 

b. This lesson is a little different 

i. Arguably, most people would simply pass over this chapter 

ii. After all, it is simply a genealogical table of the offspring of the three sons 

of Noah 

iii. However, if we aren’t careful, we will miss some very important things 

iv. So, as difficult as it will be, I am going to attempt to read this chapter, and 

pronounce some exceedingly difficult names, and see what the Lord can 

teach us as we dive into the genealogy of Noah’s sons 

1. Keep in mind that being exact about nations and through which 

specific nations trace their lineage is somewhat problematic 

a. While some of the names (whether persons, tribes, places, 

etc.) may have later reference in Scripture and other historical 

foundations to make claims, many of these are highly 

subjective 

2. The Sons of Japheth ~ Genesis 10:2-5 

a. Immediately we see the problem with the names of Japheth’s sons 

i. Some will be seen later in Scripture 

ii. They even have historical foundations outside Scripture for identification 

with known peoples 

iii. Others, are only suppositions to place them in specific geographic areas and 

people groups 

b. These descendants of Japheth would spread from at least the Aegean Sea in the 

west to the Caspian Sea in the east 

i. A stretch of nearly 2,000 miles 

c. Additionally, one phrase bears more attention—coastland peoples 

i. This was a phrase that was often understood to mean ‘distant parts of the 

earth’ 

1. This was particularly used of areas to the west 

ii. It is very possible that Japheth’s sons spread far to the west—well into 

Europe 

1. This would include northern expansion as well as eastern 

2. The Welsh people of the British isle could well be descendants of 

Gomer 
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3. The Sons of Ham ~ Genesis 10:6-20 

a. The same issues with identifying exact, specific people groups rises up in this list 

of descendants 

b. Some are directly linked to known groups, others are more obscure or are only 

linked by tradition 

c. Regardless of the status, there is a section that we must pay attention to 

i. The descendant known as Nimrod 

1. From this man, the first ‘mighty man’ that the earth had known 

a. His prowess was such that the Lord had taken note of his 

hunting skills 

i. However, this isn’t in the context of a game hunter 

ii. Rather it is in the context of a tyrant hunting weaker 

prey 

b. His political power would be what makes him a ‘first’ 

i. He is the founder of Babel—Babylon 

1. Babylon will play a role in the remainder of 

Scripture—all the way until we get to Revelation 

ii. Additionally, Babel will play a pivotal role in the dispersal 

of the nations and the extreme diversity we experience 

today in language and culture 

d. Most of the people groups represented in the list of the descendants of Ham 

settled south of Japheth’s descendants 

i. This encompasses Africa and the near region of Palestine 

1. The enemies of Israel are contained in this group of people 

2. The Canaanites, the Egyptians, the Babylonians and Assyrians 

4. Interlude 

a. Japheth being presented first makes sense, as he was the eldest son of Noah 

i. While there is some confusion on this point, this is the most consistent view 

of the birth order 

ii. The passage we read in Genesis 10:21, listing Shem as the “elder brother of 

Japheth” is probably better read as “Japheth, the brother who was the 

elder” 

b. Ham being presented next also makes sense, as his lineage is NOT the central 

theme moving forward 

i. This has been consistent throughout the Genesis narrative 

1. Deal with “secondary” figures before dealing with “primary” ones 

ii. The focus shifts to the featured persons at just the right time 
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iii. So, the narrative shifts to Shem, however, it will once again focus on 

‘secondary’ individuals 

5. The Sons of Shem ~ Genesis 10:21-32 

a. The most significant son of Shem is Arpachshad, from whom will come Eber 

i. It is from the lineage of Eber that the people of God will be called Hebrews 

ii. The name, Eber, is a form of the Jewish verb that means to pass over or 

pass by 

iii. It is used to indicate transition 

1. Certainly, the Lord would lead the Sons of Eber through a great 

transition from slavery to nomadic wandering to the conquering of a 

promised land 

6. Conclusion 

a. Much can be gleaned from this chapter 

i. However, perhaps the most important points are these: 

1. The Lord is Lord of the nations 

2. We are all one people before the Lord, regardless of our lineage 

3. The Lord has a purpose that He is working out in His way through His 

people 


