
Calling ~ Genesis 12:1-3 
 

1. Have you ever given any thought to your salvation? 

a. An absolutely holy God desired to have a relationship with you 

i. You did nothing to deserve it 

ii. You were, in fact, a rebel 

1. What you deserved was punishment for your sin 

iii. Yet, this absolutely holy God deemed you worthy of His attention 

1. Not only His attention, His grace 

b. When we think about our salvation in that light, it suddenly becomes rather 

striking that we even have an opportunity for salvation 

i. Sometimes, when we think about the people that the Bible tells us about, 

we think they were something other than what we are 

1. Somehow, they become super-religious 

2. Nothing could be further from the truth 

2. Called ~ Genesis 12:1 

a. Obstacles to salvation for Abram 

i. Family—mostly pagan, not serving the true God 

ii. Location—Ur was known as the home of a moon god 

iii. Age—he was 75 years old, set in his ways 

iv. Marriage—he was married to his half-sister 

b. Despite the obstacles, God still called to Abram 

i. The grace of an absolutely holy God to still call to someone like Abram is 

beyond amazing 

ii. Abram had done nothing to deserve God’s call—God’s grace 

c. Notice also, it is God who initiates this whole thing 

i. Abram would have willingly died in his own sin had God not intervened 

ii. The same is true of you and of me 

1. Apart from God’s intervention in our lives—we are dead in our sins 

and trespasses 

d. Why would God call someone like this in order to be the founder of a great 

nation? 

i. Even more—why would God call someone like this to be the forebear of 

the Messiah? 

ii. The answer is found in Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church 

1.  1 Corinthians 1:26-31 tells us that the Lord chooses the foolish, the 

weak, and the despised to carry out his plan 

e. The call of God was one requiring absolute obedience 



Calling ~ Genesis 12:1-3 
i. There was no halfway in God’s call to Abram 

1. Go from your country—don’t look back 

2. And from your kindred and your father’s house—no place for ease 

3. To a land I will show you—no specific destination given to Abram 

ii. This is so characteristic of God 

1. His call on our lives leaves no room for looking back 

2. His call on our lives leaves no room for ease 

3. His call on our lives is often non-specific until we need to know the 

specifics 

f. Note something else here 

i. Abram made no comments—made no promises to God about his 

obedience 

1. We are not saved because we make (or keep) some promise to God 

2. We are saved because we put our faith in God’s promises to us 

3. A Promise ~ Genesis 12:2-3 

a. The first promise was actually included in Abram’s calling 

i. God promised to show him a land 

1. The word we translate as show is so much more than simple seeing 

with the eyes 

2. It is a word that means reveal—but it also implies a couple of other 

things 

a. Live in 

b. Delight in the light of 

b. God will make of Abram a great nation 

i. Israel would eventually rise to the pinnacle of power in the region 

1. No nation wanted to fight against Israel at her peak 

ii. From one elderly couple, childless at the time of the promise, would arise a 

nation of millions 

c. God will bless Abram and make his name great so that he would become a 

blessing to others 

i. Remember the boast of the people trying to build the Tower of Babel—they 

wanted to make a name for themselves 

ii. God would make Abram’s name great—Abraham is a name known among 

Jews, Christians, and Muslims 

1. Nearly 60 percent of the world’s population knows the name of 

Abraham 

2. I am comfortable stating that far less knows the name of anyone who 

attempted to build the Tower of Babel 
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iii. Abram would become a blessing to others through the Messiah that would 

come from his lineage 

d. God even declares that he will bless those who bless Abram and curse those who 

dishonors Abram 

i. Of course, we see this today in the sense that unless one comes to God 

through faith in Jesus, the Messiah who comes from the lineage of 

Abraham, one dishonors Abraham and thus is doomed to damnation 

4. This entire narrative is so powerful 

a. It is a wonderful allegory on our salvation and on God’s call on all of our lives 

i. None of us deserves to be called by God—yet He does call us 

ii. None of us is saved by making and keeping promises to God—but by 

believing His promises to us 

iii. None of us is worthy of being used by God—yet He still does use us to work 

out His purposes 

b. As we continue through Genesis and see God at work through Abram and Sarai 

we will see a God of grace and mercy, power and love 

i. That is our God 


