
Sin ~ Genesis 9:18-29 
 

1. Humanity has been granted a second opportunity to learn to please God 

a. Sin has been judged and punished 

b. All Noah and his sons must do is learn to seek God, follow after God, and please 

God through their obedience 

c. Instead, the earlier pronouncement of the Lord—concerning the evil intent of the 

heart of man—comes true 

2. The Origin of Nations ~ Genesis 9:18-19 

a. The three sons of Noah are the sources of all nations upon the earth today 

i. From Shem will eventually come Abraham 

1. This, of course, is the lineage of the Messiah 

ii. From Ham will come the people known as Canaanites 

1. The people of Canaan would become the enemies of Israel and of her 

God 

iii. From Japheth, apparently, comes a major portion of humanity 

1. Exact breakdowns are impossible to make conclusively, though 

b. The point is all humanity traces back to one of these three sons of Noah 

i. We are all, at some point, cousins 

3. The Sin of Noah ~ Genesis 9:20-21 

a. Noah settled down after the events of the flood 

i. Becoming a farmer—a man of the soil 

1. One of the things he planted was a vineyard—nothing sinful here 

2. Of course, one of the products of a vineyard is usually wine—the 

fermented juice of the grape 

a. This is not the first vineyard ever planted 

b. It probably isn’t the first wine ever produced 

c. It is highly unlikely that Noah was the first human to taste wine 

3. Planting the vineyard, making the wine, even taking a drink of it was 

not the sin of Noah 

b. Noah allowed himself to become drunk on the wine he had made 

i. Noah’s drunkenness was where the sin began 

1. I’ll chase a rabbit for a moment—because nothing has changed since 

the days of Noah 

a. There is no social good that comes from the consumption of 

alcohol—mainly because humanity has proven to be unable to 

consume alcoholic drinks with moderation 
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ii. In Noah’s drunkenness, he went into his tent and allowed himself to 

become exposed—naked 

1. In the Ancient Near East, the nakedness of a parent was unspeakably 

shameful 

4. The Sin of Ham ~ Genesis 9:22 

a. Was it sinful that Ham saw the nakedness of his father—no, Noah was at fault for 

allowing himself to become drunk and allowing his own modesty to be stripped 

away 

b. What was Ham’s sin? 

i. Ham should have quickly and quietly covered his father’s nakedness 

1. He should have done so with respect 

2. He should have told no one what he had seen 

ii. Instead, he went out and told his brothers about their father’s condition 

1. Remember, nakedness among the ANE people, especially the 

nakedness of a parent in front of a child was considered extremely 

shameful 

iii. The total disrespect that Ham shows for his father, Noah, is where the sin 

of Ham can be traced 

5. Respect ~ Genesis 9:23 

a. The contrast between Ham’s actions and his brother’s actions is stark 

i. Ham walked out and immediately made a spectacle of his father’s condition 

by making it known 

ii. Shem and Japheth take a completely different approach 

1. First, the deep respect for their father is evident 

a. The spread a garment on their shoulders 

b. They walked backward into the tent 

c. They allowed the garment to drape over their father, covering 

his nakedness 

d. They carefully averted their own gaze, not allowing themselves 

to disrespect their father 

6. Outcome ~ Genesis 9:24-27 

a. Eventually, Noah awakens from his drunken stupor 

i. We are not told how Noah came to know what Ham had done—possibly 

Shem or Japheth, or perhaps Noah’s wife—told him 

ii. How he came to know isn’t important—the shame of what happened 

would have been tremendous upon Noah 

1. His own sin is morally inexcusable—drunkenness is always a sin 

2. Ham’s sin is worse 
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a. He disrespected his father 

b. He gossiped about his father 

b. Noah pronounces a prophetic curse against the descendants of Ham who would 

come to be known as Canaanites 

i. The Canaanites are not the only descendants of Ham—but they would 

apparently become just like their father in one aspect 

1. A lack of respect—in this case a lack of respect for the Lord 

2. As a result—the people of Canaan would become the slaves of the 

people of Israel 

ii. On the other hand, Shem is singled out as one who seeks the Lord 

1. Remember, from Shem will come Abraham—the father of Israel 

iii. Japheth is also singled out for a blessing 

1. Noah declares that Japheth will be ‘enlarged’ 

a. Traditional views are that all of Europe and Northern Asia 

descend from Japheth 

7. A Sad Conclusion ~ Genesis 9:28-29 

a. Remember, in Genesis 6:9, Noah was declared to be a righteous man who walked 

with God 

i. The only other time someone was said to walk with God was in the case of 

Enoch—and Enoch was spared death as a result 

ii. Noah, however, doesn’t receive that blessing 

1. Instead, the end of Noah is the same three-word epitaph as applied 

to the rest of the lineage of Seth—and he died 


