
Covenant ~ Genesis 9:1-17 
 

1. Humanity has been saved from the flood 

a. The waters have withdrawn 

b. The ark has come to rest, and the animals have been released 

c. Noah and his family have done what the Lord has commanded 

i. They have also spent time in worship of the Lord 

d. Now, the Lord responds 

2. Covenant 

a. Let’s first answer the question—what is a covenant? 

i. Difference between a contract and a covenant 

1. Contract—agreement between two parties 

a. The two parties can be complete strangers 

2. Covenant—agreement between two parties 

a. The agreement is seen as a kinship agreement 

b. Not only are their agreements concerning mutual obligations 

but the agreement itself is seen as a binding of the two parties 

3. The New World ~ Genesis 9:1-7 

a. Noah and his sons are given a general command 

i. Be fruitful and multiply upon the earth 

1. This is a repeat of an original command that God had given to Adam 

and Eve 

b. However, life will no longer be the same 

i. The relationship between the animals and humanity has been 

fundamentally changed 

1. Dominion is still present—but now the animals will have an innate 

fear and mistrust of humanity 

ii. Secondly, the animals are now available as food for humanity 

1. The only restriction is that the blood must first be drained from the 

animal 

iii. Thirdly, there is a strong prohibition against murder 

1. It might have seemed that the Lord considered life cheap as he had 

just destroyed all life on earth 

2. The reality reveals just how important life, and especially human life, 

is to the Lord 

a. Anyone who sheds the blood of a person must pay a steep 

price 

b. Their own life is forfeit 
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4. A New Covenant ~ Genesis 9:8-17 

a. It would be quite natural for Noah and his family to look with fear toward the sky 

the next time they saw clouds begin to form 

i. It would be quite natural for humanity to look with fear at the sky the next 

time a raindrop hit their head 

b. The first promise 

i. Never again will a flood of the same magnitude strike the earth 

1. This is not a promise of no floods 

2. It is a promise that a flood will never again be used to destroy all life 

on earth 

3. While we may still fear floods—a flood will not be used for judgment 

against humanity again 

ii. The sign of the promise 

1. The rainbow 

a. Now—let’s understand that this is not the first time that a 

rainbow would have appeared in the sky 

b. However—it is the first time that it is associated with a 

promise from the Lord 

c. Now—when we see the rainbow, we are assured of the Lord’s 

promise toward us 

d. What was previously just an atmospheric phenomenon was 

now a symbol of the promise between God and humanity 

c. A covenant established 

i. Again, remember, a covenant is a kinship agreement 

1. It establishes more than just obligations 

a. It also establishes relationship 

i. Establish—to rise up, to make a fact 

ii. Also, go back to Verse 1 for a moment 

1. God blessed Noah and his sons 

a. The Lord tells Noah and his sons that they had been granted 

divine favor 

i. In this favor they have been told to be fruitful and 

multiply 

iii. In that favor, they are still to exercise dominion over the world 

1. We should see this as an amazing display of God’s grace 

a. Remember, Noah and his family were not without sin 

b. Noah certainly inclined his heart to serve the Lord 
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i. As a result of this he was chosen to be the recipient of 

God’s grace 

d. The end result is that salvation has been granted to the family of Noah 

i. The Lord has been gracious 

ii. The Lord has granted a covenant relationship with Noah and his family 

iii. The promises of the Lord are sure 

iv. The value of human life is established 

5. Humanity has been granted a second chance 

a. Sin is still a reality 

b. Humanity will still make a mess of things 

c. Yet—the rainbow will still remind us that God remembers 

i. He has not forgotten us 


