
Genesis 7:17-24 ~ Flood 
 

1. There is something that is almost primordial in watching a flood 

a. At our house, we have witnessed the small creek that flows behind us overwhelm 

the banks and flood into the woods 

i. The bridge down the street from us has been completely submerged by the 

flood waters 

ii. We’ve seen our neighbors lose their fences due to the rushing waters 

iii. It has been a little unnerving to witness the flood waters 

1. And I know I always hope the waters won’t come any higher 

b. Noah and his family are experiencing a flood for perhaps the first time—ever 

i. It isn’t just a local flood, it isn’t just covering a few roads or bridges 

2. The Flood ~ Genesis 7:17-20 

a. The flood is broken into three main descriptive elements 

i. The first 40 days—waters increased 

1. Water from both the heavens and the deep caused the level of water 

to constantly increase 

2. There is no escape—no time for anyone else to make a way of escape 

ii. The waters prevailed 

1. Increased greatly over the earth 

2. Ark is borne up by the waters and floats freely 

iii. The waters prevailed mightily 

1. Even the tallest mountain had at least 22 feet of water over the peak 

b. There is no contradiction here 

i. There is simply a general description, followed by a more exacting 

description, followed by a specific description 

1. Let’s be clear about a couple of misconceptions concerning the flood 

a. Some critics argue that there isn’t enough water available on 

Earth to cover the tallest mountains 

i. True, if the mountains were as tall as Mt. Everest is 

today and the plates under the oceans remain still and 

all of the world’s water is contained in the oceans and 

glaciers and rivers and lakes 

1. In 2014 it was discovered that there may be as 

much water in a layer of the earth’s crust some 

400-500 miles beneath the surface as there is 

currently in the ‘visible’ oceans, lakes, rivers, etc. 
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ii. However, we have no idea of the topography that 

existed prior to the flood occurring 

1. How much did the earth change during the flood? 

iii. Many Creationists believe that part of the cataclysm was 

an upheaval in the plates that form the crust of the 

earth 

1. If the plates beneath the ocean suddenly lifted, 

the ocean water (in some places over 39,000 feet 

deep) would have spilled over the continents 

2. The opening of the plates would have released 

massive magma flows, causing water to become 

superheated and probably ‘jet’ into the air—like a 

great fountain 

3. The Result ~ Genesis 7:21-24 

a. Once again, we see a narrative moving from a general statement to more specific 

and descriptive elements 

i. The general statement—all flesh died 

1. If it breathed—it died 

a. Animals, birds (there is some clarification in the more 

specific/descriptive portion), livestock, and all of humanity 

2. No escape 

ii. If it needed land to survive—it died 

1. We see here the ‘birds of the heavens’ all died 

a. This may well mean that waterfowl survived—they would not 

have had to be included on the ark 

2. The language is clear and really cannot be interpreted to mean 

anything other than what it says 

a. Some critics of the Noahic narrative try to turn this into a local 

flood 

b. Others proclaim it was only a regional flood that affected most 

of the population of the earth 

c. The language is clear—if it needed land to survive—it died in 

this flood 

3. All life was “blotted” out—all means all and that is all that all means 

a. This was a global—worldwide—event 

i. No one escaped from this flood with one exception—

Noah and those with him on the ark 

iii. For 150 days, there was no relief from the flood 
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1. I don’t know about you, but I know I can’t tread water for that long 

4. What can we learn from this? 

a. God’s judgment is complete 

i. There was no possible escape for humanity from this flood apart from 

God’s provision for Noah and his family 

1. Whether or not boats existed prior to the flood or not is debatable 

a. Even if they did—none would have been provisioned for 150 

days of uninterrupted time afloat 

b. Not even modern warships carry enough provisions for such 

lengthy times away from land 

c. Only by God’s provision was Noah and his family able to 

survive 

b. God’s mercy is complete 

i. With God’s provision, nothing was lacking for Noah and his family 

1. The ark provided safety from the flood 

a. The provisions were sufficient to allow them to survive even 

beyond the 150 days of the prevailing flood 

b. The animals kept onboard would be enough to repopulate the 

earth in relatively short order 

c. Humanity would be saved through the obedience of one 

man—Noah 

c. We can rest assured that these two things are still in play even today 


