
Genesis 7:1-16 ~ Commanded 
 

1. The building of the ark has been commissioned by the Lord 

a. Noah has found favor from the Lord, and his family is to be saved 

b. Now, Noah and his family had to build and prepare 

i. Gathering supplies and laying their hands to the long hours of labor that 

would be needed to build the ark 

ii. No one knows for sure how long the building of the ark took 

1. Certainly, using only the tools available, it would have taken decades 

c. We also don’t know how long the ark had been completed when Chapter 7 opens 

with the Lord’s command… 

2. It’s Time ~ Genesis 7:1-5 

a. Pack up and load up 

i. The ark is ready—completed and prepared to house Noah, his family, and 

the animals that the Lord will send to board the ark 

ii. The reason Noah and his family are to be saved is once again repeated by 

the Lord 

1. Noah’s “righteousness” 

a. Noah has been obedient to the Lord—not sinless, yet 

obedience has predominated 

b. Noah has not sought after the evil that the rest of the world 

has been seeking 

b. Load the animals into the ark 

i. Of the unclean animals—only a single pair, male and female 

ii. Of the clean animals—seven pairs, male and female 

1. There is some debate over the exact number intended in the Hebrew 

a. It could be seven pairs 

b. It could be seven times seven 

iii. What was the difference? 

1. We aren’t told what made some animals “clean” vs. “unclean” 

a. Apparently, Noah was well-acquainted with this differentiation 

iv. Why the different numbers? 

1. From the clean animals we can surmise the following: 

a. The additional animals would provide food during the flood 

(milk, etc.) 

b. The additional animals would provide for some sacrifices to 

the Lord 



Genesis 7:1-16 ~ Commanded 
c. The additional clean animals would ensure a rapid 

repopulation of these animals following the flood 

v. How many animals did Noah have to take on the ark? 

1. An exact number cannot be determined 

a. However, an approximate number, needed to repopulate the 

earth with our current species of animals would only be about 

7,000 

b. This many animals could be contained on just one deck of the 

ark—remember, the ark had three decks 

c. Seven days warning—rains are coming 

i. 40 days and nights of rains—enough to destroy every air-breathing animal 

except for those saved upon the ark 

d. Once again, Noah’s response is recorded for us—obedience to all that God 

commanded of him 

3. Commanded ~ Genesis 7:6-16 

a. Noah was 600 years old when the flood came upon the earth 

b. He loaded in his family 

i. Shem, Ham, Japheth and their wives 

ii. Noah’s wife 

iii. All of the required animals 

iv. Apparently, all of the needed supplies and food for the animals had already 

been loaded and stored on the ark 

1. Seven days to load all of that would not be nearly enough time 

c. I can only imagine the scene 

i. Sharon and I attended a showing of Noah down in Branson a couple of 

months ago 

1. It was a fascinating look at what it might have been like as the 

animals began appearing and trotting, waddling, and winging their 

way inside the ark 

2. I have to believe the hand of God was upon Noah and his family as 

once again the animals fell under the dominion of humanity for the 

duration of the loading and even the duration of the flood 

ii. However, among the great excitement as the animals began appearing and 

were loaded into the ark there must also have been great fear and sadness 

1. Noah and his family knew what was going to happen 

a. They were aware of the judgment that God was going to being 

upon the earth 

b. Friends and relatives were going to die very soon 
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c. All that they had known was going to be destroyed 

d. On the seventh day 

i. Fitting, poetic justice, perhaps 

1. The heavens opened and it began to rain 

2. The fountains of the great deep opened and water began rising from 

the earth 

ii. As the first raindrops fell and the first spring of water began seeping from 

the earth—imagine what Noah and his family must have felt 

1. Were people from the surrounding region close enough to the ark to 

see what was happening when the rain began to fall 

2. Did they begin to run to the ark, seeking shelter and salvation—only 

to find it was too late 

e. Too late—the Lord shut the door in the side of the ark 

i. We can be sure of one thing, when God shuts a door—it is shut 

1. The time for seeking the Lord for this generation was over 

2. The time for judgment had arrived 

f. Noah had done all that God had commanded—he and his family would be saved 


