
Monday, November 9, 

2020 

 

Thanks again, for all of your prayers this past week. Sharon and I made a safe trip down to Oklahoma 

and back, were able to minister to the family of Steve Shaw, and I was able to preach a message of hope 

for Steve’s funeral. We could not have done what we did without your prayers. Sunday we took it easy 

and attended Calvary Church in Norman, OK and I got to listen to my Homiletics professor preach a 

powerful message from Colossians. Overall, the trip was uneventful (which is 

what I always want) and while the circumstances weren’t the greatest, we did 

get to see quite a few close friends. 

It is always interesting to attend a different church and get a new perspective 

on how others are “doing” church. Calvary Church in Norman is a healthy, 

growing church. Worshipping and observing a healthy church is a good way to 

get a feel for where we are. In my opinion, Central Church compares well to 

Calvary in many ways. The differences are minimal, mostly in the area of their 

greater resources due to a larger congregation. In other words, they have been 

able to spend more money on technology and facility “dressing.” 

I say all of that to say this, let’s keep going, Central! We are doing things well. 

We have areas that need improvement, and we are working to address those 

areas. We have needs in the area of our music ministry, and while I don’t have 

the answer yet for those needs I am confident that the Lord does have the 

answers we need. I would ask you to continue to lift our need to the Lord. We 

need someone who will be able to give a long term commitment to Central as a 

worship leader. 

This Wednesday is Veteran’s Day. It is a day to be thankful for all those who 

are still living and have honorably served in the Armed Forces of the United 

States. As a Veteran, I am humbled by the sacrifices of those who are currently 

serving on active duty. The world has changed since my days in the Navy, and 

it hasn’t been for the better. If you get a chance to thank a Veteran this 

Wednesday, take it (not me, someone else, please). Buy their lunch or let them 

get in line ahead of you; just do something positive to show your gratitude. 

There is also one other elephant in the room that I’d like to speak about, the 

election of our next president. I am convinced that God is still in control, and 

that is regardless of the final outcome of this election. I am also convinced of 

one other thing, regardless of who takes the reins of government in January, 

our responsibility as Christ-followers is to honor the person who holds the 

office of president. 1 Peter 2:17 is still applicable to our lives today: Honor 

everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (ESV) 

Paul also made this clear in Romans 13:1 (ESV): Let every person be subject to 

the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 

those that exist have been instituted by God. 

The message I heard yesterday from Colossians comes to my mind as I think 

about the need to be subject to and give honor to those who govern us. In 

Colossians 4:5 (ESV) it says that we are to Walk in wisdom toward outsiders. 

Our speech is part of our walk. In fact, in Verse 6, Paul addresses our speech. 

As the next four years unfold, let’s make sure we are all being aware of our 

speech toward those who govern us. 

I am wondering what the Lord has in store for us over the next year? COVID 

will not be a threat forever. We will get through this year. I would like to ask 

you to pray for myself and the other leaders of Central. We need to be looking 

ahead. We need to begin planning for 2021. I believe we have some amazing 

opportunities waiting for us. Pray for the needs we have that seem beyond our 

ability to address. Pray for vision among the leadership and that the vision will 

be communicated clearly. Pray for a willingness to follow the vision. When in 

doubt, pray. 

I’m looking forward to preaching a message this coming Sunday dealing with 

fear. What are you afraid of? 

Pastor Alan 

 

Do not fret, for 

God did not 

create us to 

abandon us. 

 

To fear and not 

be afraid—that is 

the paradox of 

faith. 

 

The remarkable 

thing about 

fearing God is 

that when you 

fear God you 

fear nothing else, 

whereas if you 

do not fear God 

you fear 

everything else. 
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Our missionary spotlight for this week is Carlisle Hanna 

 

To visit either of our mission’s departments, click their logo above. 

 

• Mid-Week Bible Study ~ Book of Genesis 

• Wednesday, November 11th ~ 11:00-11:30 AM on Facebook Live 

• Sunday Night Fellowship ~ Zoom 

• Sunday, November 15th from 7:00-8:00 PM 

• Deacon Ministry Team Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, November 16th from 7:30-8:00 PM 

• Advisory Board Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Thursday, November 19th from 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

 

Bible Reading Challenge: Romans 8:1-17 

Bible Memorization Challenge: Romans 8:15 (ESV) ~ For you did not receive the spirit of slavery 

to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 

 

 

Latest Message: Trouble & Anxiety 

You can access all of our archived messages by clicking this link. 

 

Here’s how you, the Central Church family, can help spread the news on social media about our church: 

• If you have Facebook—find and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the page (if you want to get really bold, invite 

friends and family to Central’s page, especially those in need of the gospel) 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears Central’s page—SHARE it to your own timeline 

• If you have a Twitter account—find and ‘Follow’ Central’s Twitter feed 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears on Central’s Twitter feed—retweet it! 

 

We can really use some new, unopened socks and underwear for both men and women, boys and girls. 

Don’t forget, we will be needing to resupply our stock after each opening weekend. So, get the word out 

to friends and family that we will be taking donations of gently used clothing. Our biggest need is 

clothing for teen boys! With the change in weather, we will also be needing more winter 

clothing, especially coats! 

Volunteer Schedule 

November 15, 2020 

A/V Tech ~ Brett Daire 

Security ~ Adrian Smith 

Greeters ~ Max & Anna Breshears 

 

Please remember to make 

arrangements for someone to 

fulfill your role if you are unable 

to do so. 
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