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1. Beginnings ~ Genesis 1:1 

a. In the beginning 

i. We may not fully comprehend what we’re reading here 

ii. We may even think that in some way this phrase is describing the beginning 

of God 

b. However, this phrase is a wonderful introduction to Genesis 

i. It more literally means “when he began” 

1. Not when God began—because He has no beginning 

2. More accurately—when God begin His creative work 

a. In other words—there was some reality before God began His 

creative work of our universe 

i. The most recent scientific explanation for the beginning 

of our universe includes some amazing revelations 

ii. Many scientists now believe that there was a reality 

before the so-called Big Bang 

1. However—I am always somewhat skeptical when I 

read scientific articles that deal with past events 

2. Scientists are good at setting up rules for 

observation—however their ability to interpret 

those observations is limited 

3. It is also biased—based upon pre-conceived ideas 

about the formation of our universe 

b. However—the fact that science seems to confirm a reality 

prior to the main creation event is to me, encouraging 

c. God created 

i. The word we translate as “create” literally means to cut out or carve out 

1. It is a word that relates well to the trade of a carpenter 

2. Although this word is never used in Scripture of anyone besides God 

ii. Again, I want to touch on this idea of creation 

1. It is something that man claims to be able to do—in reality, man 

cannot create anything 

a. At best, man can manipulate what exists and synthesize it into 

something else 

i. Man can take plant fibers and weave them into cotton 

or linen to be used as a canvas 
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ii. Man can mix dry powder pigments with highly refined 

linseed oil and make paint 

iii. Man can combine these and “create’ a beautiful image 

1. In reality, all man has done is manipulate the 

physical world and form something 

2. God, on the other hand, actually created the ‘stuff’ of the universe 

from nothing 

a. The idea of ‘cutting’ or ‘carving’ points to the creative mind of 

God 

i. He had a vision of what He wanted to create 

ii. He used His mighty power to form what He wanted to 

form 

iii. There is mind and purpose behind this thing we call the 

universe 

d. The heavens and the earth 

i. How much did Moses understand about ‘the heavens’ is debatable 

1. Certainly, we have far more extensive scientific knowledge of the 

‘heavens’ than Moses could ever hope to have had 

ii. The phrase is probably more indicative of the extent of God’s creation 

1. The earth—the one planet that we know better than any other 

a. It is our home—and it shows evidence of being designed 

specifically for that purpose 

b. Change any one of thousands, perhaps millions, of variables 

and life on earth as we know it is impossible 

2. The heavens 

a. Two meanings for this word 

i. The physical heavens—from the region above where 

birds fly to the outer reaches of the universe 

1. How big is this universe—that’s a matter for 

debate 

a. One estimate is that it is almost 14 billion 

light-years in diameter and contains around 

10 billion billion stars 

b. That is a number that is pretty much non-

comprehensible 
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i. There are more stars in the 

observable universe than there are 

grains of sand on all the beaches on 

earth 

c. Now—you really want to blow your mind? 

i. Drop 10 drops of water into a 

teaspoon 

ii. It will contain more molecules then 

there are stars in the universe 

ii. The spiritual heavens 

1. The abode of God and His angels 

a. Is it physical—not as far as we know 

2. But it is included in this word that we translate as 

‘heavens’ 

e. Everything that exists—exists because God ‘carved it out’ 


