
Genesis ~ A Beginning 
 

1. Imagine picking up any work of literature, and starting to read it at Chapter 2 

instead of Chapter 1 

a. The beginning of every work of literature needs a Chapter 1, a beginning 

i. Without a beginning nothing that comes after will make any sense 

1. We won’t know who the primary characters are 

2. We won’t have a frame of reference to understand the 

primary characters or their motivations 

3. The story won’t make any sense 

b. Without Genesis as the first book of the Bible, the Bible makes no sense 

i. We wouldn’t know who God was 

ii. We wouldn’t know who we were 

iii. We wouldn’t really know anything—and the remainder of the Bible 

would fall apart 

c. Genesis introduces several concepts that will not be addressed again in the 

Bible until we reach the New Testament 

i. Without their introduction in Genesis we wouldn’t understand these 

concepts when they reappear in the New Testament 

1. The fallen nature of man 

2. The imputed righteousness of the believer 

3. The pilgrim status of God’s people 

4. The rivalry between the sons of the promise and the sons of 

the flesh 

ii. All of these are introduced in Genesis—all of them see their 

fulfillment in the New Testament 

d. Genesis thus becomes not only the introduction but in many ways the 

cornerstone of our faith 

i. Without it—our faith becomes chaotic and unintelligible 

2. Author and Date 

a. Who wrote this masterpiece of ancient literature we call Genesis? 

i. The traditional answer is that the Pentateuch was written by Moses 

1. Pentateuch means five books—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, and Deuteronomy 

2. The Hebrew Bible would call these books the Torah 

ii. This answer seems to be supported by the New Testament 

1. In the Gospels it is Jesus who points to these writings and says 

that Moses was the author 
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iii. Whether Moses penned the words himself or a later biographer 

compiled these into what we know as Genesis from Moses’ other 

writings is irrelevant 

1. For us, we will keep to the traditional answer, the answer that 

is supported by Jesus own proclamations—Moses was the 

author 

b. When was it written? 

i. Assigning the Book of Genesis to Moses as the author gives us an 

approximate timeframe 

1. 1600-1400 BC 

a. So, the book is at least 3,420 years old 

ii. Given that, it is an amazing picture that reveals so much to us about 

the beginning 

3. Beginnings ~ Genesis 1:1 

a. We all know this instinctively 

i. Everything has a beginning—except for God 

1. This is the first lesson we take from Genesis 

a. Before anything else existed—God was already there 

i. When we look for the cause of our universe, we 

need look no further than Genesis 1:1  

2. The pre-existence of God is a necessary condition for the 

existence of our universe 

a. Otherwise, we must believe that everything came from 

absolutely nothing 

i. There are some scientists who promote this idea 

ii. That without any outside agency, the universe 

sprang into existence where nothing had existed 

before 

iii. However, even those who promote this idea must 

concede that they have absolutely no idea how 

that actually occurred 

3. For us, we have an explanation 

a. We have God 

b. In the beginning 

i. Literally, this phrase means at the beginning 

ii. Perhaps we could translate it as, the first thing that happened 

c. God created 
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i. God—a personal agent capable of something that all of humanity is 

incapable of doing 

1. Humanity cannot create anything 

a. We can manipulate what already exists 

b. We can synthesize from what already exists 

ii. Create—to bring into existence 

1. This word means to cause something to come into existence 

a. Here is the key lesson from Genesis 1:1 

i. When there was absolutely nothing that existed 

apart from God—He caused everything to come 

into existence 

ii. Everything we see and experience was caused 

(created) by one agent—God 

1. This is the beginning of the story 

2. Without this one line, from this one book, 

nothing we read beyond it makes any sense 

whatsoever 

3. With this one line, we have a point from 

which to begin to unravel what comes after 


