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I read an article this past week that made a bold statement. According to the author, research and poll-

ing suggests that 1 in 5 churches in America may close their doors permanently by the end of 2021. For 

most of them the economic situation, combined with lower attendance, will prevent them from weath-

ering the storm of the pandemic. At the beginning of the pandemic, 70 percent of pastor’s surveyed felt 

very confident that their church would survive. That number has now dropped 

to only 58 percent. If the prediction holds true, that would mean nearly 

80,000 churches will close. I praise God that we seem to handling the impact 

of the pandemic very well. Your continued faithfulness leads me to state that I 

would be part of that 58 percent, I am very confident that we will emerge from 

the pandemic as strong as or even stronger than when we entered this phase. 

Another trend that has become increasingly apparent is the rise of the digital 

(online) church. This is something that will probably not go away any time 

soon. While our ‘reach’ with our online presence hasn’t seen dramatic growth, 

it has been extended beyond what we previously experienced. This is a part of 

the new normal that I believe we must not just embrace but also pursue. This 

is why we are spending time and energy trying to make our online presence as 

good as we possibly can. 

I’m going to be starting a Zoom class for anyone interested in becoming a 

member of Central Church sometime in the next couple of weeks. We will be 

covering Central’s mission, expectations for members, and the importance of 

membership in a local congregation. If you’d be interested in learning more 

about this, please feel free to contact me. 

I have heard from several people that the reason they haven’t been joining the 

Sunday Night Fellowship is that they don’t know how to get the Zoom app to 

work. Here’s a short tutorial: 

1. Download the Zoom app onto your phone, tablet, or computer. You can 

find it at Zoom.com or in the Apple/Google store. 

2. Once you have the app installed on your phone/tablet/computer, wait for 

the invitation to arrive in your email for our Sunday Night Fellowship 

3. Contained in that email is a link to the meeting. Simply click on that link 

and it should launch your Zoom app for you and log you into the meeting 

What would you do to win someone to faith in Jesus? That is a question we all 

ought to consider. Obviously, we shouldn’t break the law or do something 

immoral to win someone to faith, but beyond those restrictions, what would 

you be willing to do to win someone to faith in Jesus? 

Paul addressed this in his first letter to the church in Corinth. He mentioned 

first his ministry among his own people, the Jews. To them he lived as devout 

a life as he could, which for Paul was pretty devout. He followed the Law, even 

though he believed as a disciple of Jesus he was no longer under the Law’s 

obligations. All of this si he could win an audience, an opportunity to share the 

Good News with his own people 

To the gentile people, Paul was willing to set aside all of his traditions and 

even the Law in order to win an audience with them. He would go so far as to 

eat meat sacrificed to idols in order to share the Good News with the Gentile 

people. 

Paul’s final analysis, after declaring his willingness to be whatever he had to 

be in order to share the gospel is something we should consider, “I do it all for 

the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.” 

(ESV, 1 Corinthians 9:23) All for one reason, to share the gospel so that, 

perhaps, one day we can share the blessings with them of the gospel. Imagine 

being in eternity and seeing the faces of those you helped point to Jesus! That 

will make everything we do here worth it. 

I love you all, and can’t wait to see you all in person! 

Pastor Alan 

We make a 

living by what 

we get. We 

make a life by 

what we give. 
 

Love does not 

give money; it 

gives itself. If it 

gives itself 

first—and a lot 

of money too—

that is all the 

better. But first 

it must 

sacrifice itself. 
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Our missionary spotlight for this week is Jonathan & Michelle Chereau 

The annual World Mission’s Offering , which is normally collected at the 

end of April, has been rescheduled for the end of August. 

 

To visit either of our mission’s departments, click their logo above. 

 

• Mid-Week Bible Study 

• Wednesday, September 2nd ~ 11:00-11:30 AM on Facebook Live 

• Fig Leaf Grand Opening 

• Saturday, September 5th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

• Sunday Night Fellowship ~ Zoom 

• Sunday, September 6th from 7:00-8:00 PM 

• Deacon Ministry Team Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, September 14th from 7:30-8:00 PM 

• Advisory Board Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, September 28th from 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

 

Bible Reading Challenge: Acts 5:1-11 

Bible Memorization Challenge: Acts 3:6 (ESV) ~ But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but 

what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 

 

Latest Message: Revolutionary ~ Devotion 

You can access all of our archived messages by clicking this link. 

 

Here’s how you, the Central Church family, can help spread the news on social media about our church: 

• If you have Facebook—find and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the page (if you want to get really bold, invite 

friends and family to Central’s page, especially those in need of the gospel) 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears Central’s page—SHARE it to your own timeline 

• If you have a Twitter account—find and ‘Follow’ Central’s Twitter feed 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears on Central’s Twitter feed—retweet it! 

 

We can really use some new, unopened socks and underwear for both men and women, boys and girls. 

Also, we will be needing to resupply our stock after our opening. So, get the word out to friends and 

family that we will be taking donations of gently used clothing. 

Volunteer Schedule 

September 6, 2020 

A/V Tech ~ Brett Daire 

Security ~ TBD 

Greeters ~ TBD 

 

Please remember to make 

arrangements for someone to 

fulfill your role if you are unable 

to do so. 
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