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2020 

 

It is hard to believe that 2020 is almost 2/3 gone. Obviously, this year has not gone as planned, and I 

don’t think anyone wanted this year to go this way. However, as much as this year has taken us all by 

surprise, it hasn’t once surprised our God. While we mourn the loss of friends and family from this 

pandemic, none of our losses caught God by surprise. While we struggle to make sense of the chaos and 

even destruction that our cities have undergone, none of it caught God off-

guard. We ought to take comfort in the fact that our God hasn’t once been 

surprised or caught off-guard during these last few months of trials. 

Our plans for the opening of The Fig Leaf are progressing well, although they 

have changed since last week’s newsletter. Everything for the Grand Opening 

will take place on Saturday, September 5th. We have confirmed that the Kona 

Ice truck will be with us. The Chamber of Commerce is promoting the opening 

and I hope to get an article into the Jackson County Advocate, as well to help 

promote this event. I am asking as many Central people as possible to be 

present and volunteer for this opening day of this ministry. If you are able to 

volunteer (and feel comfortable doing so) please let Greg or Laura Griffie 

know. We will be requiring masks and doing our best to encourage proper 

social distancing. 

I have to give an apology for the sound issues we have been having on our live 

stream. I know it has been difficult to hear. We have added some new micro-

phones and they haven’t yet been properly adjusted to work with our system. I 

have an audio/video tech guru coming to the church this week to give me 

some input and help. I hope to get that all worked out this week, so that this 

coming Sunday will be a much better experience for all.  

One thing I know is true, opposition will arise when we try to do something 

that has the opportunity to reach people with the message of Jesus. We should 

not be surprised by it; rather, we should prepare for that opposition now, 

before it has a chance to arise. 

In Nehemiah 4, the people of Jerusalem are trying to rebuild the broken walls 

of the city. They are facing possible attacks from enemies who want the work 

to fail. In response, Nehemiah orders the people to organize themselves and to 

arm themselves. He stations half of his workforce as a protective guard over 

the rest who are working, and has the workers carrying their swords with 

them even as they toil on the wall. Even though the attack was only a possibil-

ity, Nehemiah wanted the people fully prepared in case it turned into a reality. 

What should we learn from this? We also need to prepare for the opposition 

that we will face. Some of you are just not able to volunteer right now and be 

physically present. I need you to become the protective guard over the 

workers, your prayers becoming the weapons needed to push the enemy back. 

Workers, those who are comfortable and able to be present, what about you? 

Like the workers in Nehemiah 4, carry your burden with one hand and keep 

your weapon ready in the other hand. Never let the Word of God get far from 

you as you toil in the kingdom. Remind yourself often of what the Apostle Paul 

said in his letter to the church at Galatia: 

Galatians 6:9 (ESV) ~ And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 

season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

I know that trying to be a full-time Christian isn’t easy. That’s what you are 

doing by working and praying, seeking to fulfill the mission of the church. 

Alongside being a full-time Christian we all have our other roles to fulfill; 

parent and grand-parent, worker and neighbor. Being a Christian isn’t easy, 

but never grow weary of doing good. Never grow weary of praying for God’s 

mighty works to be displayed. Never grow weary of sharing the Good News of 

Jesus Christ whenever you are able to. In due season we will reap! 

I love you all, and can’t wait to see you all in person! 

Pastor Alan 

 

Christ will try 

your love at 

the last day by 

your 

deportment in 

that church 

wherein you 

are. 
 

 

When one of 

my friends 

becomes a 

Christian...I see 

in their eyes 

the trueness of 

the story. 
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Our missionary spotlight for this week is Rusty & Brenda Carney 

The annual World Mission’s Offering , which is normally collected at the 

end of April, has been rescheduled for the end of August. 

 

To visit either of our mission’s departments, click their logo above. 

 

• Mid-Week Bible Study 

• Wednesday, August 19th ~ 11:00-11:30 AM on Facebook Live 

• Sunday Night Fellowship ~ Zoom 

• Sunday, August 23rd from 7:00-8:00 PM 

• Advisory Board Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, August 24th from 6:30-8:30 PM 

• Fig Leaf Grand Opening 

• Saturday, September 5th from 1:00-3:00 PM 

 

 

 

Bible Reading Challenge: Acts 4:1-22 

Bible Memorization Challenge: Acts 2:22–24 (ESV) ~ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of 

Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through 

him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 

and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, 

loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 

 

 

 

Latest Message: Special Service ~ Missionary Speakers 

You can access all of our archived messages by clicking this link. 

 

Here’s how you, the Central Church family, can help spread the news on social media about our church: 

• If you have Facebook—find and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the page (if you want to get really bold, invite 

friends and family to Central’s page, especially those in need of the gospel) 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears Central’s page—SHARE it to your own timeline 

• If you have a Twitter account—find and ‘Follow’ Central’s Twitter feed 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears on Central’s Twitter feed—retweet it! 

Volunteer Schedule 

August 23, 2020 

A/V Tech ~ Brett Daire 

Security ~ Max Breshears 

Greeters ~ Max & Anna Breshears 

 

Please remember to make 

arrangements for someone to 

fulfill your role if you are unable 

to do so. 
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