
Monday, June 29, 2020 

 

Well, it looks like Jackson County will be imposing a mandatory statement dealing with the wearing of 

masks at all indoor gatherings. I haven’t seen the public statement, yet, but as soon as I do I will get the 

word out to everyone about how this will impact our worship gatherings. I think it is going to be 

difficult, but not necessarily impossible to deal with in a worship setting. Hopefully, there will be some 

latitude for churches, but if not, we will deal with it as best we can. While it won’t be pleasant, we will 

do what we must to obey the county’s mandates. As a church we will be taking 

steps to provide masks in case you forget yours; however, don’t rely on this as 

I foresee that masks are going to be hard to come by. 

I’m currently reading through the Book of Ezra for my personal devotions. In 

Ezra 4:1-5, the adversaries come out of the shadows to try and discourage the 

people of Jerusalem from rebuilding the temple. The word we translate as 

adversary from the Hebrew means just exactly that; an enemy, someone who 

desires to oppose. The people who had moved into the area around Jerusalem 

had no desire to see the temple rebuilt. Their memory of Israel when she had 

been a major power in the region was still too close. They knew that Israel’s 

status had been directly related to their God. 

What can we learn from this passage? 

First, whenever God’s people get serious about building God’s kingdom there 

will be opposition. In this case, the opposition comes from people who claim a 

knowledge of Israel’s God. These people claimed to worship Israel’s God. 

Some of the Israelites who had not been taken into exile had intermarried 

with people that the Assyrian conquerors had moved into Israel. In fact, these 

people would become the Samaritans of Jesus’ day. So, they did worship 

Israel’s God, but they also worshiped other gods, as well. Interestingly, they 

offered to help rebuild the temple, apparently with the motive of derailing the 

process from within. 

When the plot to interfere from within failed, they moved on to the next form 

of opposition; threats. First, it says that these people worked to discourage the 

Israelites. They tried to convince them to give up. It may mean that they tried 

to encourage them to relax, take their time; there was no need to be in a hurry 

to accomplish the building project. Then, it says that they made the Israelites 

afraid to build. We don’t know for sure, but I would guess that they started to 

threaten the Israelites; maybe even with death threats. 

When threats proved less than effective, they moved on to the third method; 

use influence (bribery) to convince officials to put a stop to the rebuilding 

project. This went on and eventually led to accusations (probably that the 

Israelites were planning to rebel) being laid against the people of Jerusalem. 

All of this was done to stop the building process in its tracks. Unfortunately, it 

worked for a season. The accusations were successful, and the order was given 

to cease building, and then it was enforced by means of “force and power.” 

If you keep reading Ezra you know how this turns out. Eventually, the people 

of God decide that enough was enough and they started the rebuilding project 

again. They knew that an older decree, which no one could erase, had allowed 

for the temple to be rebuilt. Some of God’s prophets encouraged confidence 

and the project was renewed. When it was challenged again they asked for a 

search to be made for the earlier decree. When it was found, there were no 

more arguments against the project. The temple was eventually rebuilt. 

While we may face opposition in many forms (within and without) we should 

be confident of this fact: God’s kingdom will not be stopped. The church will 

be built regardless of opposition. So, let’s continue our renewal process with 

confidence. Opposition isn’t something to be frightened of, it is to be expected. 

Let’s set our eyes on our Savior and keep working! 

I love you all, and can’t wait to see you all in person! 

Pastor Alan 

Right is right, 

even if everyone 

is against it; and 

wrong is wrong, 

even if everyone 

is for it. 
 

 

 

 

Opposition is a 

fact: the 

Christian who is 

not conscious of 

being opposed 

had better watch 

himself for he is 

in danger. 
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Our missionary spotlight for this week is Joel & Lydie Teague 

The annual World Mission’s Offering , which is normally collected at the end of April, has been 

rescheduled for the end of August. 

 

To visit either of our mission’s departments, click their logo above. 

 

• Mid-Week Bible Study Live Stream ~ James 

• Wednesday, July 1st from 11:00-11:30 AM 

• Sunday Night Fellowship ~ Zoom 

• Sunday, July 5th from 7:00-8:00 PM 

• Deacon Ministry Team Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, July 6th from 7:00-8:00 PM 

• Fig Leaf Work Day 

• Saturday, July 11th from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

• Advisory Board Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, July 27th from 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

 

Bible Reading Challenge: Joshua 9:16-27 

Bible Memorization Challenge: Matthew 16:18 (ESV) ~ And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

 

 

 

Latest Message: New Beginnings ~ New Again 

You can access all of our archived messages by clicking this link. 

 

Here’s how you, the Central Church family, can help spread the news on social media about our church: 

• If you have Facebook—find and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the page (if you want to get really bold, invite 

friends and family to Central’s page, especially those in need of the gospel) 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears Central’s page—SHARE it to your own timeline 

• If you have a Twitter account—find and ‘Follow’ Central’s Twitter feed 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears on Central’s Twitter feed—retweet it! 
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