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“I want to get off this ride!” 

At least that’s what I remember my daughter screaming. We were at Disneyland, she was six years old 

and Sharon and I were committed to riding every ride with her. We wanted her to fully experience the 

magic of the rides and shows. So, when we came to this ride, a roller coaster, we knew it was going to be 

a challenge to get our daughter to ride it. It was fast, with lots of curves and loops, and it was loud. 

None of those things were attractive to our daughter. Sharon and I worked to 

settle her fears and encourage her that it would be fun. We climbed aboard the 

car, settled in, and as soon as the ride started our daughter started screaming. 

She wanted off that ride, now! Well, you know how that worked out. Once the 

train left the station, the only way off was to finish the ride. By the time we got 

back to the station our daughter was not a happy person. For the remainder of 

the day we had difficulty getting her to ride anything else until we promised 

her it wasn’t a fast ride. To this day, roller coasters are not really her thing. 

In some ways I can relate to my daughter from that day. Our world seems to 

have gone a little crazy. From a pandemic to riots, injustice to self-proclaimed 

autonomous zones, and let’s not forget the murder hornets that are still out 

there, lurking somewhere. We might be tempted to start screaming, “I want to 

get off this ride!” However, much like the roller coaster there is only one way 

off the ride—finish the journey. 

In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul is encouraging the churches in Corinth to finish the 

process of collecting offerings for the saints who are in need in Jerusalem. He 

tells them in Verse 11 to “finish doing it.” Paul mentions that keeping to their 

commitment to support the saints in Jerusalem is a means of showing the 

genuine nature of their love for God. That’s right, staying on the ride, even 

when it gets a little rough, is the way we ‘prove’ the nature of our love for the 

Lord. By ‘prove’ I mean show the true character, much like we take in gold to 

have it assayed (prove the quality of) before we sell it. Our willingness to keep 

the faith, stay the course, and not abandon the ride before it is over is what 

does that for us. 

I was reminded of that this afternoon as I went to Marshall, MO to offer my 

condolences to the family of Rev. Jerry Scott. I had known Jerry for the past 

18 years. He was a quiet, gentle soul. He had a passion for God’s people and 

for God’s church. He served for many years as a pastor, faithfully handling 

God’s word with dignity and integrity. Bro. Jerry stayed on the ride until it the 

end. His faith never wavered. In speaking with his wife this afternoon I saw 

another example of a life devoted to staying the course until the end. Her 

prayer had been, throughout Jerry’s battle with COVID-19 that God be would 

be glorified in the outcome. As she said to me, “We prayed for healing and 

God granted Jerry total healing, from all of his health issues,” she added, 

“That’s exactly what God has done!” 

Friends, that is the attitude of a disciple of Jesus Christ while she sat next to 

her husband’s body. She wasn’t crying, she was rejoicing the God had been 

glorified and answered her prayers so completely. That’s not to say that she 

won’t (or hasn’t) shed tears. I’m just saying that Waynelle Scott seems to be 

exemplifying the very attitude that Paul was encouraging the disciples in 

Corinth to exhibit. An attitude that, no matter the circumstances, will stay true 

to following Jesus. 

That’s the attitude I want to have in my life. I hope it is also the attitude that 

you want to have in your walk with Jesus. As we continue on the path of new 

beginnings for Central, it is the attitude I believe we must have. 

I love you all, and can’t wait to see you all in person! 

Pastor Alan 

 

 

When you 

surrender to 

the Lord, no 

defeat is 

permanent 

and no mistake 

is beyond 

remedy. Even 

the “Valley of 

Trouble” can 

become a “door 

of hope.” 
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Our missionary spotlight for this week is Dennis & Carol Teague 

The annual World Mission’s Offering , which is normally collected at the end of April, has been 

rescheduled for the end of August. 

 

To visit either of our mission’s departments, click their logo above. 

 

• Mid-Week Bible Study Live Stream ~ James 

• Wednesday, June 17 from 11:00-11:30 AM 

• Sunday Night Fellowship ~ Zoom 

• Sunday, June 21 from 6:30-7:30 PM 

• Advisory Board Meeting ~ Zoom 

• Monday, June 22 from 6:30-8:30 PM 

 

 

 

Bible Reading Challenge: Joshua 8:1-35 

Bible Memorization Challenge: Joshua 8:1 (ESV) ~ And the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not fear and 

do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into 

your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land. 

 

 

 

Latest Message: New Beginnings ~ Broken Steps 

You can access all of our archived messages by clicking this link. 

 

Here’s how you, the Central Church family, can help spread the news on social media about our church: 

• If you have Facebook—find and ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the page (if you want to get really bold, invite 

friends and family to Central’s page, especially those in need of the gospel) 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears Central’s page—SHARE it to your own timeline 

• If you have a Twitter account—find and ‘Follow’ Central’s Twitter feed 

• When something new and engaging (Sunday live stream, Wednesday Bible study, upcoming 

events, etc.) appears on Central’s Twitter feed—retweet it! 
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